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The Localism Bill, which fundamentally changes planning rules, received Royal Assent on 15 

November 2011 and is now an Act of Parliament. A plain English guide has been produced by the 

Department of Communities and Local Government and it can be found on the DCLG website.  

The Act includes a raft of planning and regeneration-related measures.  You will probably already 

know that it abolishes top down imposition of housing quotas through regional strategies and that it 

is now down to South Cambridgeshire District Council to decide as to where and how many new 

homes will be built in Fulbourn. 

 

As to the role of the Parish Council, it now has powers to draw up a neighbourhood plan. The 

Government is currently consulting on the regulations that would need to be in place to provide the 

legal guidance on how communities will be able to produce them. The Government says that local 

communities will be able to use neighbourhood planning to grant full or outline planning 

permission in areas where they most want to see new homes and businesses provided it is in line 

with national planning policy, with the strategic vision for the wider area set by the local authority 

(for example South Cambridgeshire District Council may want a large scale housing development 

included), and with other legal requirements.   

 

Local people will be able to vote on it in a referendum and if the plan is approved by a majority of 

those who vote, then the local authority will bring it into force. 

 

Moreover, under provisions in the new Act, a community organisation, formed by members of the 

local community, will be able to bring forward development proposals which, providing they meet 

minimum criteria and can demonstrate local support through a referendum, will be able to go ahead 

without requiring a separate traditional planning application to South Cambridgeshire District 

Council. For example a landowner may join with a local registered provider (such as a housing 

association) to build affordable housing (and this could be on green belt land) and if the majority of 

the electorate agree to the plan through a referendum it will be able to go ahead without needing 

planning permission. This replaces the Rural Exception Site which gave affordable housing on 

sites that would not otherwise have got planning consent.  

 

The Localism Act also gives the community a right to bid for community assets to prevent them 

being lost through redevelopment.  It requires local authorities to maintain a list of assets of 

community value which have been nominated by the local community through the Parish Council. 

When listed assets come up for sale or change of ownership, the Act then gives community groups 

the time to develop a bid and raise the money to bid to buy the asset when it comes on the open 

market.  This applies to both public and privately owned property, and it enables those outside 

conservation areas to undertake more changes to their property without planning permission. 

 

So the new year will bring a new planning framework led by referendum of local people 

deciding what they want for their local community. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW POLICE NUMBER - For non emergencies dial 101  

or Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Floor Plan - General Arrangement, the Fulbourn Centre 
 

 

They say that the best things in life are worth waiting for, and the village has been waiting for 

almost ten years, but the waiting is nearly over.  The Townley Trust, who operate the Centre, are 

pleased to announce that they have raised the money required to add a new multi-use hall.  Planning 

of the building phase is well advanced and we expect work to begin in Spring 2012.  If all goes to 

plan the hall should be available for use in early 2013. 

 

The hall will be twice the size of the Townley Hall and should provide space for a whole host of 

activities covering indoor sports, dances, events etc.  It will free up space in the present Centre so 

that activities, which at the moment are being turned away, will be able to be catered for. 

 

As we did in 2005/6 when the Centre was created, the Trust will follow a óself-buildô approach.  

This means we manage the build ourselves and that way we can ensure we get the best value for 

money.  It also means that local trades and businesses can get involved.  Anyone interested in 

supporting this development is welcome to call me on 01223 881757. 

 

The Trust is grateful to Cambridgeshire County Council, South Cambridgeshire District Council, 

Fulbourn Parish Council, Cambridgeshire Community Foundation, WREN and all village donors 

who have contributed financially to make this exciting development possible. 

 

Since it was finished in 2006, the Fulbourn Centre has proved a great success, and with the new 

facilities should provide a centre for all types of community activities to thrive and flourish and one 

which the whole village can be proud of. 

 

Ron Ward, Vice Chairman 

Townley Memorial Hall Trust - December 2011 

 



 

 
 

The Club is due to reopen on Tuesday 17 January.  Altab and Christina, our Club leaders, will be there and 

assisted by some volunteers. 
Junior Club 4.30 ï 6.00  9-12 years 

Senior Club 6.30 ï 8.30  13-16 years 

 
FA4Y has been awarded another grant from the High Sheriffôs Award to run a Music Project using our 

Music Studio which will take place during the Spring term.  In addition there will be a further graffiti project 

to create a mural for the front of the building.  Further details will be announced via our new Facebook page 
which will be up and running shortly. 

 

If anyone would like to help at the Youth Clubs please contact Alex Andrews 01223 881246 or Nikki King 

01223 475900. 
 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to the Co-op counter staff who 

coped with the Christmas postal rush so well  having 

only just completed their training following the 
opening of the Post Office counter service in 

November 2011.   

 
The Parish Council consider this an essential village 

service so please make sure you use the service ï itôs 

one of only three Post Office counter services in the 
country that the Co-op are trialling for a one year 

period. 

Itôs success depends on us!! 

If  we donôt use it we may lose it!  

 

 
 

The British Legion is celebrating itôs 90
th
 

anniversary.  If you would like to join them and help 

with their important work locally, find out more 
information or make a donation contact Pete Collis, 

01223 880696.  You donôt have to have been in the 

armed forces to be a member. 

 

 
 

After all the indulgences over Christmas and New 

Year, why not make a New Year resolution to get fit 
and healthy.  If you love being in the fresh air and 

like running or walking contact  Gill Ward for details 

on 01223 881757 
 

 

 
 

The official opening of the adult excise equipment 

will take place on Saturday 4 February 2012 at 
10.30am at the Recreation Ground (near the 

Fulbourn Centre). 

 

If you havenôt used it yet why not give it a try!  You 
can have fun and get fit! 

 

 

 

 
 

The Fulbourn Feast and the Parish Council will be arranging activities to celebrate the Queens Jubilee in 

June.  Further details will be printed in the April Pump. 



 

 
 

No, not the pleasant rolling hills of South Cambs, these 

GOGS are Grumpy Old G*ts. This is your section! 

 
All those local issues, particularly those that you moan 

about to your friends and neighbours now have a wider 
platform. Let us know what is bugging you and the best 

gripe will be published in the next edition of The 

Village Pump and posted on the village web site. We 
are looking for wit and wisdom (all offensive and 

abusive suggestions will be binned!) and are expecting 

to be deluged with submissions! 

Write or e mail your submissions to the Clerk  
clerk.fpc@btconnect.com ï subject matter óGOGS. 

 

Volunteers are needed for the óSenior Forumô, one of 
the Forums the PC proposes to set up (see óLocalismô 

below).  Why not be part of this so that your voice is 

heard and issues are resolved in a way which will 
benefit the whole community. 

 

 
 

Are you worried about traffic speeding in your 

village?  Then volunteer to join Speedwatch which is 

a joint operation between the County Road Safety 
Partnership and Cambridgeshire Constabulary using 

volunteers to monitor speeding problems at a local 

level.  Three people are needed to operate the units 
following 2½ hours training from officers from the 

Neighbourhood Policing Team. Checks would ideally 

take place once every 1/2months and the trained 
operators simply note down particulars of speeding 

vehicles and forward them to officials who take it 

further.  It is purely a ónote and adviseô operation 

hence the term ówatchô.  The Parish Council supports 
this initiative and if you are prepared to help set up a 

scheme in Fulbourn please contact the parish clerk.  e 

mail clerk.fpc@btconnect.com or tel 01223 881042  
 

 

  

 
 

Following complaints about litter in Teasel Way and 

Yarrow Road and knowing there was no way the 

council could introduce a weekly litter pick because of 
itôs financial situation, Cllr John Williams managed to 

get a litter bin and recycling bin installed at Teasel 

Way.  These will be emptied weekly and local residents 

are asked to help keep the area litter free by putting 
litter in these bins. 

 
 

The Parish Council proposes to set up various Forums, 

ie óSeniorô, óYouthô, etc to work actively with the 

Parish Council to help shape the future of Fulbourn.  

With the many changes that are happening it is 
important that every voice is heard and every age 

group, creed and organisation/club is represented.  If 

you would like to be considered for any of the Forums 
please e mail, write or ring the Clerk to register and let 

us know your interests. The Parish Plan and the Action 

Plans set out the views and aims of parishioners 3 years 

ago and are a foundation for future plans. We would be 
pleased to hear from anyone who was involved and 

helped formulate the plans.   clerk.fpc@btconnect.com 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a recent photo of  Fulbourn? 

The PC will be updating the photos on the 
village web site shortly and will publish the 

best ones sent in.  Closing date 24 February 

2012.  E mail to clerk.fpc@btconnect.com 

 
Dates for your diary 

Annual Village Quiz ï 21 April 2012 
Annual Parish Meeting ï 25 April 2012 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS  
Jo Patten, Chairman 
Malcolm Webdale, Vice Chairman 

Alan Bullen 
Sid Dawson 
Mary Drage 
Alison Farmer 
Robert Lacey 
Stan Hardwick 
Tina Lockwood 
Julian Mair 

Robin Newell 
Neil Scarr and District Councillor 
Jim Stalley 
Gill Ward 
John Williams and District Councillor 
Trish Newman, Parish Clerk 
Nick Clarke, County Councillor 
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