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Bookings for the Swifts and news items for the Village Web site – publicise your event -
Contact Admin. Assistant 073483 120041, Mon-Fri between 9am and 5pm only

email: swiftshire8@gmail.com

  

  
04 Jan      10 am       Library Coffee Morn./Book Sale

  08 Jan      7.30pm     PC meeting – the Swifts

  18 Jan      10:30am   Library Story Time (age 6 and 
                                     under)

  01 Feb     10 am       Library Coffee Morn./Book Sale

  12 Feb     7.30pm     PC meeting – the Swifts

  15 Feb     10:30am   Library Story Time (age 6 and 
                                     under)

  01 Mar     10 am       Library Coffee Morn./Book Sale

  12 Mar     7.30pm     PC meeting – the Swifts

  15 Mar     10:30am   Library Story Time (age 6 and 
                                     under)

PARISH COUNCILLORS
David Smith, Chair                         881334

Jane Gaskell Vice Chair     07711 341203

Tim Andrews                       07766 123991

Angela Bramwell                 07500 846652

Dawne Brown                                 573495

Ray Butler                                       881871

Mary Drage                                     880712

Kim Howell                          07772 495337

Kieron Johnson                             882502

Robert Lacey                                  881469

Tina Lockwood                   07871 434762

Derek Thorn                                    881309

Gill Ward                                         881757

Parish Clerk

Emily Sullivan                                 785683

District Councillor

Graham Cone                      07595 361285

District Councillor

Carla Hofman                      01223 295996

District Councillor

John Williams                     07483 240710

County Councillor

Claire Daunton                    07905 473395

MP - Pippa Heylings                                  

pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk

Notices / Dates for your Diary

There are 2 vacancies on
Fulbourn Parish Council

Welcoming in the New Year  with a t radit ional  Wassai l

Wass-Hail? Drink Hail! On the 12th day of Christmas (5th January), Fulbourn came 
a-wassailing, for the first time anyone can remember, and found a joyous new way to finish out
their festivities in strong voice.

Turnout was good despite the rain all
night and morning, and the hot spiced
apple juice and cider helped immensely.
(The organizers have asked that we
pass on gratitude to the Six Bells for
being such great hosts, with the big tree
standing in perfectly for a grand apple
tree!)

Wassailing is an ancient annual 
tradition in two forms—door to door, or
in the orchards or fields to wake the
trees and blessing the orchards (or
crops) to ensure a good harvest for the
year to come.

It's an Anglo-Saxon celebration, involving
music, song and dancing. The door to
door version is actually older than Christmas carolling. Fulbourn's celebration mostly drew on
the orchard tradition, but the songs included beer and door-to-door references.

It was traditional for orchard wassailing to include a short play, good vs. evil, in a pantomime style,
presented by "mummers"—itinerant players, travelling from village to village. 

The scout players obliged with a 
fun take on St. George And The Dragon,
entirely youth written, choregraphed and
directed. Particularly wellreceived were the
princess's deadpan delivery (played by
Sam), and StGeorge's (played by Albany)
audience banter.

Amongst the singing, children were 
invited to dress the trees with toast 
and soak with cider, a key part of the 
tradition of giving back to the land and
a great piece of fun for them, with a
cheer as St George's dog from the play
was impromptu lifted into the larger tree
to apply some toast.

Wassailing has been many things to 
dierent people: an end to Christmas, a
pagan green man festival, a drinking 

Despite the weather, a large crowd gathered

Some of the 57th Scouts put on their own Mummers play

Continued on Page 2

R e c r e a t i o n  G r o u n d

What’s happening on your recreation ground?

•      After several requests for better bike parking, there will be 2 new racks going in 
         between the car park and the Hub building. 

•      We are looking at improving the steps at the Impetts Lane pedestrian entrance to 
         the grounds.

•      The bench near the tennis court will be re-sited after it was sadly wrecked by 
         vandals.

•      All hedging will continue to be cut back, including the perimeter edge.

•      The public tennis courts were sprayed at the end of 2024. They will be monitored 
         and sprayed again if needed

•      The Trees will continue to be observed and have work done as and when needed; 
         currently booked in is a Maple Tree on the edge of the rec which has a large rotten
         part. A new Cherry Tree will be planted.
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party, a begging ritual for some of the rich food and
wine from the fine houses, and latterly a walk in the
orchard or a community craft fair. This event was 
organized by and for the scouts and parents, who 
realized that it would be better to open it up to 
the village. Scouts Lead Volunteer, Greg
Harewood told us "We loved doing this, and it's really
lovely to see how much people have enjoyed it. 
It also got a bit bigger than we want to do alone, so I
hope we can partner with other village organizations,
or with either Fulbourn or Teversham orchard next
year. We put together a lot of the family friendly and
participatory bits and I think it worked great, but a
wider community version could have a folk element
and ocial cider provision, or brandy in the spiced
apple! Please if anyone is willing to help, let us know
and we will put together an organizing team."

It is probable that, like most villages, Fulbourn 
celebrated wassailing until the first world war. Coming
home, wassailing and some other folk traditions that weren't actively supported by the churches
fell away. Let's hope our revived village tradition hangs around this time.

A young attendee toasting to a tree

L O C A L  H I G H W A Y S  I M P R O V E M E N T  B I D S

After the two Local Highway Improvement (LHI) Bids submitted last year were turned down in October, both the Fulbourn
Parish Council and Fulbourn Primary School have resubmitted after receiving helpful feedback from Highways. The FPC bid
is to improve the blind bend on Doggett Lane. The school’s bid is to improve safety on the roads immediately around the
school. While some road works will be completed in the next few weeks to help both causes, we will not hear the results
of the full resubmissions until later in the year.

T H E  F U L B O U R N  C E N T R E
There will be an “Open Morning” on Saturday 25th January at the Fulbourn Centre, when
there will be the opportunity to see many of the activities on offer in the village. Admission
is free from 10am through till 1pm. All ages are welcome and the organisers of the activities
will be delighted to see as many of you as possible and to answer any questions you might
have.

If there are any further clubs/organisations which have not yet reserved a table please email
ronward3@tiscali.co.uk

-  Open Morning

Fulbourn Fen Nature Reserve, located to the East of Fulbourn, is a beautiful ancient grassland bursting with flowers and insects,
managed by the Beds, Cambs and Northants Wildlife Trust.  

Volunteer working parties help manage the condition of the Fen and generally run on the first SSuunnddaayy of each month from 1100::0000--1133::0000.
Much of the work involves preventing trees from encroaching onto the meadows and wetland to provide the opportunity for the rare
flowers and plants to thrive.  

If you would like to become a volunteer and help out at the work parties, then please contact the volunteer wardens on 
ffuullbboouurrnnffeennnnaattuurreerreesseerrvvee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm.

For more information about the nature reserve, please visit the WWiillddlliiffee  TTrruusstt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ppaaggee  aabboouutt  FFuullbboouurrnn  FFeenn.

VVoolluunntteeeerr  WWaarrddeennss::    PPeettee  MMoonnttggoommeerryy;;  JJoonn  WWaarrrr;;  JJaammeess  WWaattkkiinnss..

F u l b o u r n  F e n  W i l d l i f e  Tr u s t

F U L B O U R N  U N I T E D  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H
H O M E  E N D    F U L B O U R N    C A M B R I D G E    C B 2 1  5 B S

1st January 2025
An open letter to the villagers of Fulbourn

Dear friends

I am writing to invite you to tell us your views. 

Fulbourn United Reformed Church has been active in the village for more than two centuries. A
group now of about twenty people, most of us are on a lifelong journey into God. People tell us
that they find us to be a warm, friendly, welcoming spiritual fellowship. Our life is based upon
believing in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and upon aspiring to love others as he loved us. 

Over the years the Chapel has retained a small, committed membership, and added its words
and actions to those of other Christians in the village. We also host Domino Pre-School, which 
is such a key provision for village families. Times change, as does people’s engagement with
Christian faith, and so what the Chapel is and does needs to change for the times, too. One of the
gradual changes is that the number of people committed to our life and work has decreased.
There are now too few easily to fulfil everything that is required to maintain weekly worship and
weekday activities, to care for and renovate the buildings, to sustain charitable good works, to
fundraise, and to be compliant with legal requirements such as Safeguarding and Health & Safety.
We are pondering seriously what the future holds. 

To be honest, without more people involved in the Chapel we have been wondering whether our
life as a church is coming to its end. Indeed, we have been wondering about how the building
could best be used if we had to close. But we really don’t like that idea! Instead, might you be 
interested in joining us? If you are looking for a small congregation with a peaceful building with
whom to explore what Christian faith is, ways in which faith can shape your life, and to which
you can give some time, would you be willing to meet with us for a conversation? 

On Saturday 8th February 2025 from 10.00am until 12 Noon,
at the Chapel on Home End, we are holding an

OPEN MORNING, with Tea, Coffee, and Biscuits.

This will provide opportunity for informal discussion between the current Elders and members
and any who would like to know more, or to explore possibilities for being involved in any way,
including in future renovation projects and funding. There is no need to let us know you are 
coming; just to turn up. If, however, you would like to be in touch at another time, do please feel
free to telephone or email me.

On behalf of the Elders and members, thank you for reading this, and for any response you feel
able to make. We would like to ask you all, please, as residents of Fulbourn, to pray for the future
of the chapel, that it might be a source of blessing to the village it seeks to serve, by making known
God's love in Jesus Christ, through its worship and service to the community. 

May God bless you for the New Year. 

Yours sincerely
Nigel Uden

Minister: The Reverend Nigel Uden
9 Highworth Avenue   Cambridge   CB4 2BQ    07394 330003

minister@downingplaceurc.org
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